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1 ' Hoxovaty! AND BELOVED deer, 


A FTER having read your letters 'and taken notice of the lj 
accounts you give of your affairs, we - would, according 


or THR -SEVERAL | „ 
BAPTIST CHURCHES. 
MEETING AT þ 


Lingdbridge, Tiverton, Chard, 8 Croſcomb, 8 
Frome, Croclerton, Sarum, Bradford, Melkſham, 
Calne, Griddleton and Malmſbury, Broad-mead and 

 Pithay Briftol, Sodbyry, Horfly,” Cheltenham, and 

- Bratton ;—baving received letters alſo from 5 
Pymduth, Exon, Cillumpton, - Preſcott, Upottery, _ 

 Loughwood, Stokegomer, Bicknell, Yeoul, Hor f 

Fengton, and King stanley being met in aſſociation 


at Bratton, Wilts, the s iſt and 22d of May, 


8 1771, to the churches they * N A 


ſent, ſend greeting. 


| "7 


to our uſual , cuſtom, addreſs you. We can with pleaſure 
inform you, and defire humbly to' praiſe the God of peace 


for it, we found all the churches in peace; though we can- 
not but with concern obſerve there have been fewer added. * 50008 
to the churches this year, than in any one year for f long 1 


time paſt: This Would we mourn over, and earneſtly cry to 


8 ben that he would y the riches of his 1 more „ | 
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whom we are to receive our eternal doom, to deal faithfully 


. nels and indifference? We complain of deadneſs i in the ſer- 
vice of God, but do we not reſt in complaints, without attend- 


different in your regard to the important and glorious doc- 
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abundantly, and make his * his power to the blenien 


of many in time to come; that ſo we may hereafter hear of 
multitudes, who have firſt given their own ſelves to the 


Lord, and then to his people, according to his will. 
And now Brethren, ſuffer us, as in the preſence of that 
| God at whoſe bar we muſt all ſhortly ſtand, and from 


with ourſelves and you. Are not. the things we profeſs te 
be concerned about of infinite importance ? And camwe 
with ſeriouſneſs believe this, and yet treat them with cold- 


ing to thoſe means which the Lord has appointed; and, in 
attending to which, we are to expect his preſence and bleſ- 
fing? There is, *tis true, nothing in us, or done by us, that 
can recommend us to the/divine favor; but yet, are we not 
to wait upon God in thoſe ways in which he has aſſured us 
of his gracious.notice and regard ? And, unleſs we do, is it 
not impoſſible to evidence our complaints are ſincere, or 
that we are truly concerned about the removal of the evils | 
we complain of? Let us then, in the ſtrength of divine 
grace, with purpoſe of heart cleave unto the Lord. 
We intreat you with an holy and humble zeal to adhere 
to, and hold faſt thoſe divine truths you have profeſſed to 


believe; and though you may be looked upon with diſdain, 
and treated with contempt for your attachment to them, we 


deſire you will by no means be diſcouraged, nor grow in- 


trines of the goſpel, But then we defire you to remember 
there may be an expreſſion of zeal for truth in the theory of 
it, when there is no ſuch knowledge of it as affeQts the art and 


influences the life; and thoſe, who with the profe Mon of the 
warmeſt affection for truth, are careleſs and unholy in their 


_ converiations, are the greateſt enemies to thoſe truths they pro- 


Sy 


fes a zeal for. The glorious truths of the zofpel are FEY 
ſigned to produce more important effects than to furniſh us 
with fine ſpeculations, or give us a capacity to talk of them 
with apparent fervor, and expreſs our ſentiments concernin 


them with propriety and juſtice; they are deſigned to make 


us wiſer and better, to make us humble and holy, True religion 
is implanted in our hearts, to fit us to ſerve God here, and 
to enjoy him for ever. Let all then that take notice of us, 


ſee, whilſt we embrace the ſoul- bumbling truths of the goſ- 


pel, we are circumſpeR, upright, and holy in the whole of 


our converſation, Let us ever take care that our deport- 
ment in our own houſes, in the houſe of God, and in the 
world, be agreeable to the word of God. Let us take care 
of a partial regard to divine things, leſt we ſhould be of them 


who {train at a gnat, and ſwallow a camel. Such a conduct, 
vou know, is highly diſpleaſing in the ſight of Gad, and ex- 
poſes to the greateſt contempt amongſt all the wiſe and good; 
nay, thoſe that are ſtrangers to true religion, look on ſuch 
partiality in religion, with great diſdain. Would we then 
be concerned for the glory of God, for the honor of the 
goſpel we profeſs, and for our own pe, let us Care- 
fully avoid all matter of ſuch reproach. 

Take care, moreover, of a ſelfiſh ſordid conduct in \ world- 
| ly matters. Let all we have to do with find, whilſt we 
profeſs to be religious we are perſons of ſtrict juſtice and vera- 
city in all we ſay and do; for the grace of God that bringeth 


ſalvation, will teach thoſe that know it in truth, to deny all 


ungodlineſs and worldly luſts, and to live ſoberly, righteouſ- 
ly and godly in the world; and a contrary conduct, as it is 


| groſly repugnant to the word of God, ſo it expoſes the goſ- : 


pel of Chriſt, and the profeſſors of it, to the utmoſt con- 


tempt. Remember we have profeſſed to be but ſtrangers and 
pilgrims on the earth, let us under the influence of this pro- 


feſſion act with an holy. indi Herence to the things of time; that 
ſo whilſt we ſay this is not our os, we * live above the 
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e and frowns of this periſhing ſtate, and have FA + 
converlation in heaven. Labor after the power of religion; 

and let us never forget, that whilſt we ſhould with care and 
. diligence wait upon God in all his ways and ordinances, we 


joyment of God in the duties of religion, we ſhould be ſo- 
licitous about, that ſo we may make advances in religion, 
increaſe in the Chriſtian temper, and in univerſal holineſs 
of heart and life. Pray then, that you may meet with God 
in all the religious daties you engage in, and beſure to guard | 
againſt ſins of omiſſion; let not the infelicity of a bad frame 
diſcourage you, but look up to him with whom the 
rations of the heart arc, and {till go on in the path of duty, 
Conſider we are all travelling towards the eternal world. 
Let us then forget the things that are behind, and reach to 
thole that are before! We would farther put you in mind of 
' thoſe duties we have from time to time taken notice of, ſuch 
| as reading the word of God, inſtructing thoſe under your 
care, praying in your families, cultivating ſpiritual conver- 
"|  fation, and watching over one another in the Lord, Theſe 
i and every duty would we charge upon ourſelves, and intreat 
it you to be found in the practice of! And in all, let the word 
N of God be your rule, the ſpirit of God your guide, and the 
glory of God your end! Endeavour conſtantly to at as ſeeing 
5 him that i is inviſible; and conſider the judge ſtandeth before 
| the door. Behold, ſays our divine maſter, I come quick ly! 
May we be able to ſay, amen, ſo come Lord Jeſus ! A little 
2 to conflict with; let us then bear them with patience 3 ; 
ſcon we ſhall have no opportunity to ſerve God here, O let 
+ us then be up and doing ! Work whilſt it is day; the night 
1 cometh when no man can work. May the love of Chriſt 
1 warm our hearts, and conſtrain us in his ſervice! We truſt 
5 it is our earneſt deſire, to helpers of one another's and of 
5 your faith and Joy: An BOW that the God of all grace 


are not to reſt in a bare attendance to them, It is the en- 
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may be with us and you, working in us that which is well 
| pleaing in his ſight, through Chriſt Jeſus, that we may meet | 
every change with fortitude, arid lay ourſelves out for the 
© glory of God with diligence, and depending alone on the. 
blood and righteouſneſs of Jeſus Chriſt for the acceptance of 
dur perſons and ſervices, may meet together at laſt in the world 


of everlaſting } joy, is the — prayer of Your — in 
Chriſt. 5 


| 


1 


- Cigned, at the requeſt and on _— : 
| * thelehalf of the wok % JOHN TOMMAS. 
fembly, by the Moderator 2 „ 


Un AY afternoon the Miniſters 'and Meſſengers | 

7 vale met, our Brother Rawlings began in prayer, Brother 

Tommas was choſen Moderator, the letters from the churches | 

were read, Brother Day was deſired to draw up the general | 

Jetter, and the mecting was — in * TY our Brother q 
Philips, | 


On Wedneſday morning at fix o clock, the Miniſters and 4 
Metlengers being again met, ſome time was improved in 
prayer by our Brethren Criſp, Myles, Rowles, and Wood, At 
ten, the public Meeting was opened i in prayer by our Brother 
Francis, Brother Tommas then preached from P/ 44+ 4+ T hou 
art my king, O God, command deliverances for Jacob, and the ; 
| meeting was cloſed in ga by our Brether Day. 
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After the publie 8 a letter was 1 fiened by eight 7 


| perſons, i in the name and on the behalf of the Baptiſt Church, 
without Southgate, Exon, and deſiring to be continued in the 


number of the alfociated Churches: but as in another letter 
from the Baptiſt Church in Exon, ſigned by the late Miniſter 
of the Baptiſt Church without Southgate, Exon, and by the Mi- 
niſter of the Baptift Church within Southgate, and divers others, 
it was intimated that a veunion had taken place betwixt 
theſe two churches, it was thought prudent to defer the con- 
ſideration of this matter to another year, when we _—_ be | 
better able to judge of it, 


At thrée © clock in the afternoon the public forvice was 
epened in prayer by our Brother Sprague, Brother Newton 
then preached from 2 Cor. iv. 1. Therefore, ſeeing we have this 
Miniftry, as we have received mercy, we faint not ; and the Meet- 


| ing. was cloſed in Prayer by our Brother Ferrabee, | 


After the public ſervice, the general letter to the churches 


was read, approved, and ſigned by the Moderator on the 


_—_— of the aſſembly, 


"The caſe of the church at Melkfham, Wits, was then read, 
ſetting forth the neceſlity they were under to rebuild and en- 
large their place of worſhip, and their incapacity to defray 
the expence of ſuch an undertaking without the generous 


aſſiſtance of their fellow Chriſtians 1 in other ; Handl it 
was unanimouſly 


Agreed, to 8 the ſaid caſe as s highly deſerving 
encouragement. It was allo 


| Agreed, to recommend to ) the churches days of prayer and 
faſting as uſual, 


3 Agreed, to deſire that the churches in this aſſociation, 
would by no means countenance any Miniſter, by afking 
him to preach, or in any other way, whoſe character they 
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Ws 54 8 
are unacquainted with; as in many inſtances, for want of 
ſuch caution, great reproach has been brought upon religion 


and the profeſſors of it, and the peace of churches has 
been — . 


Agreed, to hold the next aon at Sodbury, Gloceſter- 
* Brother Day and Brother P to preach the n 


The aſſociation was ; then cloſed in Prayer by the N | 
rator. | 
| N. B. Thoſe churches that are in want of Beddome*s Bap- 
6 Catechiſm, which has long been out of print, are deſired 
forthwith to ſend orders for any number of them they are 


= willing to take, to the Rev. Hugh Evans, Briſtol ; that another 


edition of that uſeful work may be ſpeedily obtained, ſhoul 4 
there be a ſufficient number — for to defray the e ex- 
— ö 


In dhe circle of this aſſociation the laſt year, there were 


| Baptized - 44 Deceaſed . - 
Reſtored - - 2 Excluded . - 4 | 
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